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Meet Dr Anne Lill Gade:
Group Sustainability Manager,
Jotun
At Jotun, we want you to achieve your green
building ambitions with more ease than ever
before and we are proud to have one of the most
respected experts in the field, Dr Anne Lill Gade,
on our team to help you.
Dr Gade is our Group Sustainability Manager. She has a wealth of experience
in green building and sustainability standards and is passionate about the
synergies between environmental improvements and commercial success.
We caught up with her to ask a few questions.
Can you describe your role for people who might not be familiar with it?
As Group Sustainability Manager, I am responsible for the sustainability documentation of our
products. I review the requirements of selected international green building standards, as well as the
environmental regulations they refer to, and make sure our green building portfolio meets them.
This means that it’s easier for our customers to achieve their chosen green building standards as we
have done the work to select the products that can help them.

Tell us a bit about your educational background
I studied at the University of Oslo, Norway, where I gained a C and real (Candidatus realium) degree
in Limnology (the science of freshwater ecology) in 1981. I went on to get a PhD degree in Toxicology
in 2012.

What are the key focus areas in your role?
I focus on the international green building standard LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design) green building programme, as well as various versions of BREEAM (Building Research
Establishment Environment Assessment Method).
The key demands in the international green building standards for Jotun are Life Cycle Assessments
(LCAs), Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs), as well as Volatile Organic Compound (VOC)
requirements.
LEED is the most widespread international green building standard but there are lots of smaller, local
standards, such as Estidama (Abu Dhabi), BCA Green Mark (Singapore), GRIHA (India), Green Building
Index (Malaysia) and the Chinese Three Star that I also monitor.

How does your role benefit Jotun’s customers?
The demands that come with trying to satisfy a green building standard are often technically
complicated and can be difficult to understand, but Jotun can provide guidance.
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It is my responsibility to train and guide our project teams on how paints and coatings can
contribute towards credits in green building standards. This enables them to give our customers
professional and accurate solutions with trustworthy documentation. My job is to make it easy for
our customers by supporting our knowledgeable project teams.

Describe your normal working day
I read and assess green building standards and clarify the demands by contacting the green
building councils responsible for them. I also make sure that the correct tests are ordered for our
products to certify them, and that high-quality test reports and customer friendly confirmations
are available.
I verify Jotun’s EPDs, include green building statements in our technical documentation and maintain
updated overviews of Jotun’s green building portfolio to make it easier for our customers to apply
for credits.

How important is it for building owners to achieve green building standards?
Green building standards are a way to drastically reduce a building’s environmental footprint, which
in turn means that the value of the property is increased whether the building owner is looking to
rent it out, or even sell it. As well as the financial benefit, green building standards are also a good
way to increase the focus on healthier solutions for occupants and workers.
Documentation is necessary for the specific standards, and those standards demonstrate to suppliers
how their products help buildings achieve the required standard.

What are the main challenges in achieving and contributing towards
green building credits?
The main challenge is to have products that comply with the demands of each credit. But first,
companies need to know which green building credits are relevant for their products and what the
demands are. Finding that out can sometimes be a challenge in itself. In credits associated with
paints and coatings, Jotun can help make it easier.

What inspired you to choose this career and what motivates you today?
I have always been interested in science, particularly biology, chemistry and mathematics. The
severity and visibility of environmental pollution increased rapidly after World War II and gained
more focus in the 1960s and 1970s. This inspired my choice of career, which started in the
Norwegian State Pollution Authority. For me, it is important to use my capabilities to assist in
making greener choices for both my company and our customers.

What trends do you expect to see in green building standards
during the next 10 years?
I expect that the demands for documenting the improvements in a product’s environmental
footprint will become stricter. This will give customers the opportunity to compare products from
different suppliers based on a holistic environmental approach.

If you have a question for Dr Gade, please email kevin@jotun.com
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What are green
building standards?
Green building standards are rating and certification systems used to encourage the design,
construction and performance of buildings in an environmentally sustainable manner. Through
a system of green building rating points, they reward the degree of compliance towards specific
environmental criteria and cover all building types, whether residential or commercial.
They can help buildings achieve their credits by improving in a range of areas including:
•
•
•
•

Energy efficiency
Materials used
Water conservation
Waste management and air quality.

An increasing number of countries across the world are adopting green building standards,
certifications and rating systems.

Examples of green building standards include:
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) The U.S. Green Building Council’s
LEED® green building programme is the pre-eminent programme for the design, construction,
maintenance and operations of high-performance green buildings, with 2.6 million square feet of
construction space certified every day. The most recent version of this is V4.1.
Learn more at www.usgbc.org/LEED.
BREEAM (Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method) This is one of
the world’s leading sustainability assessment methods for building, infrastructure and master plan
projects. It is used in 90 countries on thousands of projects and is globally recognised.
Estidama The Arabic word for sustainability is a key aspect of the Abu Dhabi Vision 2030, which
is to build the emirate according to green standards. While not a green building rating system
such as LEED or BREEAM, Estidama is a building code that contains the Pearl Rating System and is
actually mandatory in Abu Dhabi.
BCA Green Mark Scheme Aimed at driving Singapore’s construction industry towards more
environmentally friendly buildings, it uses internationally recognised best practices in environmental
design and performance as its basis.
Green Building Index (GBI) The green rating tool for buildings in Malaysia, it aims to promote
sustainability and raise awareness among developers, architects, engineers, planners, designers,
contractors and the public about environmental issues.
GRIHA Adopted by the Indian Government in 2007 as the national rating system for green
building, it attempts to minimise a building’s resource consumption, waste generation and
ecological impact.
*Source: 2020 U.S. Green Building Council

The growing number of green building standards, which can vary from country to country,
aim to raise the quality of building design and construction globally to provide greater levels
of sustainability performance.
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Why do green building
standards matter?
If you consider the environment, buildings are responsible for a large share of energy, water and
materials use. As an example, in 2018 the US Energy Information Administration found residential and
commercial sectors accounted for about 40% of total US energy consumption.
Green building standards are specific, require documentation and guide all suppliers towards how their
products can contribute to achieving the required standard.
The building sector has a huge potential to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions and make
energy savings in support of limiting the rise in global temperatures.
From many perspectives, green buildings deliver a variety of benefits, not just to your business but
society at large. Green building standards provide a framework for carrying out construction, operations
and maintenance in an environmentally responsible – or green – manner. But they can make economic
sense in building development, too.

Green building standards:
• Provide a holistic approach towards reducing
a building’s environmental footprint
• Can add rental or sale value to a property
• Increase the focus on healthier solutions
for the workers and occupants

Adopting green building standards can
help increase the value of buildings by:
• Supporting savings in utility bills
• Providing potential for increased ROI over time
• Reducing operational expenditure

Image © TDIC, Design: Ateliers Jean Nouvel

Through factors such as improved indoor air quality or ventilation, they can also support the health and
well-being of occupants – whether they are workers based in offices that comply with green building
standards, or residents living in green homes.
Green Building Solutions from Jotun can help make the creation of a green building as easy as
possible. With more than 200 product-specific Type III Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs) –
more EPDs than most global paints and coatings suppliers – across floor coatings, protective coatings,
decorative paints and more, Jotun is here to help you achieve your green building ambition.
And we make it easier than ever before.
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How to achieve a
green building standard
Select the most appropriate standard
There are many green building certification programmes today, with their own points scoring
systems and methodologies, so it’s important to adopt a standard that:
•
•
•
•

Matches your objectives
Can be achieved by your project or building
Is recognised by your customers
Is within your budget

A building’s green credentials are governed by various standards around the world. For
example LEED, one of the leading green building rating systems, has four points-based levels of
certification starting at certified through to silver, gold and platinum. A building must achieve at
least 40 points to be certified.

LEED
96,275 registered and certified
building projects in more than
167 countries and territories.

GREEN BUILDINGS
World Green Building Council research
found industry respondents who expect to
do more than 60% of their projects green
jumped from 27% in 2018 to 47%
by 2021.

Source: 2020 U.S. Green Building Council
Source: The World Green Building Trends 2018
SmartMarket Report

Maximise your opportunities
One area that can offer an easy way to contribute to green building ratings is through paint and
coatings. These typically represent a fraction of a building’s costs (from 0.5% to 2% of a project’s
budget) but can significantly boost rating points by up to 27%.
Jotun’s Green Building Solutions comply with the demands of LEED and BREEAM, two of the
most well known green building standards. But by contributing to LEED and BREEAM you also
often contribute to the local standards that have fewer relevant demands.
The combination of different products working together makes it simpler to attain LEED or
BREEAM certification, aided by externally verified product-specific Type III EPDs to ensure
customers acquire the greatest points value possible from their paints and coatings.
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Jotun’s products can contribute to certification points
within three categories of the LEED rating system:
• Sustainable sites
Our collection of cool shades in architectural powder coatings, in addition to heat-reflective
colours in exterior paints and floor coatings, can contribute towards reducing heat islands for
exposed building areas such as roofs, shading devices and paved surfaces like parking decks and
sports or play court areas.
• Materials and resources
Jotun’s commitment to transparency and strict chemical policy has guided our portfolio for
contribution to the LEED credits of product disclosure and optimization. With more than 200 of
the highest quality EPDs for products that are also free of REACH listed substances, Jotun’s Green
Building Solutions makes achieving points within this category easier than ever before.
• Indoor environmental quality
Low VOC solutions, comprising of water-borne, solvent-free and highly durable paints and
coatings, are the cornerstone of Jotun’s Green Building Solutions. This contributes towards
satisfying the low emitting materials credit requirements and is supported by third-party testing
and documentation.
For more information on how GBS can improve your credits,
visit: www.jotungbs.com/leed

Single source solution
Sourcing your green building products from different providers can contribute to points. However,
finding several providers to establish the right products can be a challenge. Jotun’s global reach
allows us to be a single source solution which can save considerable time and money by offering
an easier purchasing and construction phase.
Our single source solution offerings include:
• Architectural powder coatings
• Anti-carbonation coatings for concrete
• Decorative paints
• Floor coatings
• Intumescent coatings for cellulosic fire protection
• Protective coatings
Products from Jotun’s Green Building Solutions range have been used to coat some of the world’s
most iconic buildings, including the Expo 2020 pavilions in Dubai, UAE, Oman Convention &
Exhibition Centre, MASDAR Institute of Science & Technology in Abu Dhabi, Varyap Meridian in
Turkey and Equatorial Plaza in Malaysia.
Green Building Solutions is the paints and coating market’s easiest way to design, specify, beautify
and protect buildings.
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How Jotun makes it easier
Jotun’s long-term focus on sustainability and innovation, with more than half-acentury of experience supporting some of the world’s largest projects, has led
to the development of our Green Building Solutions (GBS).
Single source, global support
Sourcing paints and coatings from different manufacturers can add an extra layer of complexity to the
construction process. However, Jotun’s single source solution – with 40 production facilities spread over
all continents and representation in more than 100 countries – provides easy accessibility to high quality
paints and coatings throughout the purchase and construction phase.
Green Building Solutions provides paints and coatings across a full range of building needs – with
specification support for the planning stage and global availability for the construction stage.

Easy selection and specification
Our online green building guide includes an easily accessible overview of Jotun’s green products and
guide specifications along with all the required documentation, including EPDs.

Easier points
Paints and coatings in the GBS range can contribute to up to 27% of the required points for LEED v4
certified level, and up to 14% of the 80 points required for the platinum level.

The world’s project experts for half-a-century
The world’s best architects, designers, structural engineers and specifiers require a unique combination
of product solutions, service and support. Decades of experience in buildings of all types means that
we know what customers need. That is why we have qualified technical expertise on all continents,
offering solutions that meet the intrinsic demands and high expectations of the most complex
building projects on the planet. These include architectural powder coatings, anti-carbonation
coatings for concrete, decorative paints, floor coatings, intumescent coatings for cellulosic fire
protection and protective coatings.
Whether for residential or public, industrial or civic buildings – Jotun’s Green Building Solutions can
contribute to a successful green building.
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Your five-point checklist to easier
green specifications
Identify your client/building owner’s vision on green
certification – you should consider the location of the
building and adhere to local building regulations.

Consider your Green Building Solutions plan – look into
where and how many points are required and create a plan.

Objectives/ budgets – you’ll need to set objectives and
budgets for your project. As stated before, your paints and
coatings may only cost you up to 2% of your overall budget
but can contribute up to 27% of your points required.

Find required products, ready-made specifications and
relevant documentation (e.g. EPD) in one place – Jotun can
provide you with one comprehensive source for your green
building requirements, visit www.jotungbs.com to find
out more.

Design and specify our green systems suited to your needs
and see how easy it is for us to help make the building
certification-ready.
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